PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT:

 RESPECT LIFE,

 SAFEGUARD ETHICAL VALUES

              ASSISI, 3 October 1998 - National Nature Day

On the occasion of the NATIONAL NATURE DAY, which we celebrate on 3 October, day of death – nude on the nude earth – of St. Francis of Assisi, we consider it important and necessary to address a loud appeal to everyone, especially those who have dedicated and still dedicate their efforts to the respect of Nature, which we call the Created, of which each person is called to be a careful and loving guardian: let it never be forgotten that man and his life, in all its stages and manifestations, are a supreme blessings that must be protected: precious, unique and unrepeatable. In the prespective of a biocentric culture, today we recognize the need to protect every living species of flora and fauna, both wild and domestic – as established in the Rio di Janeiro  1992 agreement-. How could we not recognise, then, the right of every human being, from the moment of his conception to his death, to be protected both as unique patrimony of biodiversity and as a Person, holder of the fundamental right to life. He who safeguards the life of every living creature, each living cell, cannot support procedures that cause death or imply the violation of our patrimony of biodiversity.

We are convinced that this prespective is logical and well-founded in Ethics. The laws of Universal Ethics, heritage of mankind since its origins, assert respect for life, solidarity with others, the correct relationship between mankind and Nature. The great wisemen in history, from Esodio to Lucrezio, from Buddha to Ghandi, from Mohamed to Einstein, have always affirmed this prespective. We do not find anyone, amongst the Great Ones, who asserted the right of a man to decide between life and death, the right to act against the laws of Ethics.

The message of St. Francis, which is our inspiration, expresses in an admirable and universal way, with the sublime poem of Chant of all Creatures, this truth. Thus, it is difficult to understand how anyone who claims to care about protecting the environment could be in favour of the environmental tampering presented by abortion, artificial insemination without ethics, genetic manipulation and the violation of the laws of ethics that govern human relationships, starting with forming a family, finalised at joy, life, solidarity and love.

It is still hard to understand that actions against life and ethics could be presented as choices of progress, using transgression as a value.

Just like it is impossible to be in favour of the extinction of plant or animal species, the destruction of forests,  the pollution of  water, air and soil, it is also logically impossible to be in favour of abortion, euthanasia, genetic manipulation without ethics and the violation of the laws of nature and ethics which, although with some differences, have given way to the constitution of famiy, society, culture and science in every place and time.

Just like someone who protects the environment cannot tollerate pathologies to normality, one cannot be in favour of the creation of species in vitro, of cloning, artificial fecundation without ethics... one cannot consider diversities as normality and paradigm.

Someone who asserts the need to protect the environment defends the importance of respecting the laws of Nature for every living species Thus, for the human species, he can only furtherly assert the importance of respect, together with laws of Ethics. In view of this, we address everyone, especially environmentalists, their associations, political forces who are sensitive to these topics, all those responsible of each sector of civil life, the media – which should never forget their pedagogical function – in order to avoid making these mistakes again and to affirm, loudly and clearly, the logical principle by which protecting the environment cannot exist without respect for life and the laws of universal ethics. The teachings of St. Francis of Assisi, which we intend to contribute to affirm and diffuse, are the inspiration of this appeal.  The Franciscan wish of Peace and Goodwill.
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